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said: "Death has forgotten us, Sir!" finger to his
lips he replied: "Sh! he might hear us!"

In July 1740 the cardinal was at Compiegne, he
ate like a giant, worked from six in the morning
till six at night, with only a few minutes' break;
he carried lightly his eighty-four years.

About 1741 a comic song appeared about the
three physicians who looked after France, namely:
Richelieu, Mazarin and Fleury, whose remedies
had been bleeding, purging and diet; an allusion
to Richelieu's executions, Mazarin's taxes and the
privations imposed by Fleury.

On 13th January 1743 Louis XV's old tutor
became much weaker; he went to mass leaning on
two men, exhausted, and torn by a sepulchral
cough. He died at the college of Saint-Sulpice at
Issy on 29th January at a quarter past twelve; his
death was announced by the Comte de Maurepas
and M. Amelot, and the king "was deeply affected
by it.

Historians of the nineteenth century have dis-
torted the part played by that great servant of
France, that upright, prudent, thoughtful minister,
that far-sighted man who knew how to resist the
impulse of public opinion and show a wisdom
whose issue -was always happy.

Many Frenchmen blamed him for his love of
peace; they could have wished for a more daring
and brilliant policy. They regarded with suspicion
this wily old man who preferred to settle the most
difficult problems in calm and secret, by diplomacy,
who had a horror of war and its consequences,